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lodge activity 
 

February 4, Wednesday 5:30 Stated Meeting  HSRMC 

    7:00 dining out   Buck Bradleys 

 

Stay tuned for more to be posted.  Google calendar coming very soon.  And as you’re probably aware, 

there’ll be more than enough degree work to keep us all busy every month.  Props to all who’ve been 

bringing in so many worthy new candidates!  And to all and sundry, please come out not just for each 

stated meeting, but also for degree work, as more workers and sideline support is always fraternally 

welcome! 

 

 

 

If you are receiving this Trestleboard as a printed edition and would like to help the lodge save costs by 

subscribing to the email version instead, please contact the editor at gnostictom420@yahoo.com. 
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School of Instruction 
 
 

The schedule of the Schools for Freemasons Lodge is:  

 

 

The F.C. School at Nathan Hale will be on February 5, 2009 at 7pm.    We will do the F.C. 1
st
 Section. 

The M.M. School will be at Freemasons Lodge on March 25, 2009 at 7pm.  We will take part in the M.M. 2nd 

Section. 

You need to be a Master Mason to attend the Schools. Sideliners will be able to follow along in their books, if 

they care to. 

  

Frank Mayer 

District #12 Lecturer 
 

 

 

 



The Sound of the Gavel 
Master's Message    

by Jan Talaga 

 
 

Greetings Brethren!! 

 

I cannot believe that when I was raised in October 2002 that I would one day be sitting in the East!! 

Thank each and every one of you who put your trust and faith in me to run our Lodge.  It is a very humbling 

honor and I look forward to working for all of you to continue to make ours the flagship Lodge it has become.  I 

would also like to welcome all of the officers who have dedicated themselves to this Lodges a success this year. 

As a Past Master told me when I first sat in the Junior Stewards chair, “Welcome to the comfortable chairs!!” 

Welcome Brothers!! 

 

 Well, we have a busy year ahead of us Brothers. Many Fellowcrafts are waiting to be raised, Entered 

Apprentices behind them to be initiated, and several petitions waiting to be interviewed. This is not a problem, 

but it is an aggressive goal to finish all of them so they will have to wait as little as possible. Other Lodges are 

struggling to gain new Masons, and we‟re overflowing with them!! Freemasons Lodge is truly on the go!!  I 

have a calendar that will be included in the next Trestleboard, but will be emailed to everyone before then.  It is 

a Google calendar, which is available online and will be updated as necessary. We have already planned degree 

days and will most likely plan more if needed.  This schedule will not be „set in stone,‟ but will be the template 

for our degrees, as well as for most of our social events.  I would like to thank Bro. Paul Tourville for setting up 

the online calendar.  His determination to get a schedule up and running for degrees shows the kind of 

dedication our officers have for the success of this Lodge!  For those of you who need a hard copy, just print 

one out. 

 

 My theme for this year is „Back to Basics.’  I would like to remind our seasoned Brothers, and educate 

our new ones, on the idea on which our Lodge was created.  We were originally a downtown Lodge designed to 

recruit the downtown working man. Next, to have a short yet aggressive meeting, take care of business, and 

then off to dinner.  Unlike other Lodges who usually have Brothers make the dinner, we have it catered, or we 

dine out.  This year we will do both!  

 

 Another „Basic‟ that we must get back to, is degree work.  Our robust schedule has forced us to grow 

our degree participation.  It is here we could use your help.  I have asked our officer corps to follow the Blue 

Book and actively follow their respective officer duties as it relates to all three degrees.  And if you have not 

been to Lodge in a while, or if you join us on the sidelines and would like to become more active, we welcome 

your help!  We have many non-memorizing parts and several easy to remember roles to fill.  Just to give you an 

idea of what lies ahead, we have about 25 men waiting in various stages of becoming a Master Mason.  These 

men deserve our very best, and I know we can deliver.  Even if you can only help every now and then, your 

participation is greatly appreciated.  The last „Basic‟ is also the most important: FUN!!  After all, it is one of the 

reasons we become a Mason, and it is one of the driving forces that keep us coming back to Lodge.  This year 

will have activities for the younger Masons, the experienced Masons, our ladies and families.  Just a peek into 

our social calendar is a Table Lodge, hosted by none other than our Master of Ceremonies, Senior Warden 

Thomas P. Curtis!  If you have never attended our Table Lodge, plan on it now, as it fills up quickly. We also 

have a stag summer party on the agenda.  These details and more are being added to the calendar and will be 

available shortly. We also have a few joint activities planned with Waukesha Lodge #37 and their Master, 

Brother Shane Beecraft.  With so many Brothers trying to invigorate Masonry in our area, it‟s no wonder why 

we have so many men seeking light in Masonry.  Especially our Lodge!  

 

 



 Our recent Past Master Robert Roth set us in motion to move forward in style.  I hope to build on that 

foundation.  Thank you Brother Roth PM for your leadership.  I for one had a great year and hope to carry on 

that tradition to all of you this year as well!  I look forward to serving you for this year. My phone and email is 

open to all of you, and I welcome all to contact me if you have any questions, ideas, or concerns. After all, even 

though I may sit in the East, remember I work for you!  Have an idea for a Lodge activity, contact me or any of 

the Wardens and let‟s see if we can improve on Freemasons Lodge.  It‟s a lofty goal, and only YOU can make 

that happen! 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Jan F. Talaga 

Worshipful Master 

2009 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

fellowship 
 
Following the Stated Meeting on February 4, we 

will be dining out at: 

 

Buck Bradleys 

1019 Old World Third St. 

Milwaukee 

 

They will be expecting us around 7pm, and we 

will be ordering off the menu, which is available 

to view at: www.buckbradleys.com/   
 

Please confirm with JW Mike Reindl 

mreindl2008@wi.rr.com; (262) 821 – 1815  

if you‟ll be joining us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.buckbradleys.com/
http://us.mc365.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mreindl2008@wi.rr.com


Senior warden’S Station  
by Brother Tom Curtis 

 

"...harmony being the strength and support of all institutions...especially ours." 

 

Brethren:  

It's a special pleasure to greet you in the role of the Senior Warden of Freemasons Lodge 363 this year. 

I look forward to working with you and Worshipful Master Jan Talaga throughout 2009 in all the many 

activities that are scheduled for the advancement of our Lodge and its membership. We are anticipating a rapid 

advancement of a good number of our FCs to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason early on and any help that 

you can give in the degree work would be most welcome.  

In that respect, we'll be continuing our sponsorship program, with Junior Warden Mike Reindl taking over my 

2008 job as coordinator.  Please continue to keep our new members in your thoughts and encourage them along 

the way in their journey.  For all those who have so generously volunteered to be a sponsor, call up your 

candidates and keep them apprised of their scheduling, as provided to you by the officers.  For those who would 

like to sponsor someone, let Brother Mike know of that willingness. It's a great opportunity to help build the 

brotherhood of the Lodge. 

 

It looks like a great year ahead of us!  Hope that you'll be part of it! 

 

As ever, fraternally 

Tom Curtis 

Senior Warden 

 
Junior Wardens Station 
by Brother Mike Reindl 

 

“…to call the Craft from labor to refreshment.” 

 

Freemasons Lodge # 363 kicked off its new year on Wednesday, January 7, 2009 with the installation of 

officers who will serve the lodge for 2009.  It was great to see a mix of old and new faces attending the 

installation ceremonies kicking off the “Year of the Talaga”.  That enthusiasm for and support of Worshipful 

Master Jan Talaga‟s year in the East bodes well for the work, fun, and brotherhood ahead of us in 2009.   

I have some big shoes to fill assuming responsibility for the Sponsorship Program from Brother Tom Curtis.  

The goal of Past Worshipful Master Bob Roth in implementing the Sponsorship Program was to keep our new 

Brethren informed and welcomed into the fraternity as they were initiated EA‟s, passed to FC‟s and raised to 

the sublime MM degree.  Brother Bob could not have put the Sponsorship Program in better hands than Brother 

Tom Curtis.  Brother Tom has done a great deal of work in getting this important program off the ground, and 

the fruits of his labors are exhibited in the active participation we have seen from our new members in our lodge 

meetings and functions.  Please join me in continuing to  support our Sponsorship Program, be it through active 

communication with our EA‟s and FC‟s as they make their way in their journey to become MM‟s, welcoming a 

newly raised Brother Master Mason when he attends his first lodge meeting, or by calling one of our many 

“more tenured” brother MM‟s who we haven‟t seen at a lodge meeting for a while to let them know we are 

thinking of them and would be thrilled to see them on the sidelines at an upcoming meeting.  If you need 

contact information for any of our Brothers, please drop me an email at mreindl2008@wi.rr.com.  Here‟s to a 

great year!!!! 

 

 

mailto:mreindl2008@wi.rr.com


poet’S Corner  
 

 

 

 

Genetic Conference 

 

Burn away dust and rock  

Stars and comets shed their bodies 

and become new boys and girls 

falling to Earth 

and as they arrive here mothers and fathers 

wrap them in warm blankets 

and pray for their happiness 

  

 

Ice Erotic 

 

The sky above the lake this morning shot  

silver and white spires past the surface. 

So as above so is below. 

Glowing in the low southern light 

the water vapor took the physical form 

of small creatures sculpted from ice 

daring us to kiss them. 

 

 

Peace and Health Always, 

David J. White 

 
a little MaSoniC huMor… 
 

A small Lodge had had a string of bad luck. It was preparing to initiate a candidate on a steamy evening in June 

and it's air conditioner had stopped working. After sweating their way through part of the work, the Master had 

asked the candidate what he most desired.  

    The candidate replied "a beer".   

    At this juncture the WM., being startled, whispered "light" to the candidate.  

    "OK," the candidate replied, "a lite beer." 
     

 

 

Wanna contribute a poem or something to the Freemasons Lodge Trestleboard?  

Send it to your favorite editor at gnostictom420@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

“A nation is only an individual multiplied.” 

 

-Brother Mark Twain 

mailto:gnostictom420@yahoo.com


 The Winding Stairs 
Editor‟s Light ~ By Brother Tommy Baas  

 

 

from my work-in-progress, A Rose By Any Other Name – The Shakespeare 

Mysteries 

 

 

Chapter 1: The Mystery School Tradition  
 

Nay, the same Solomon the king, although he excelled in the glory of treasure and 

magnificent buildings, of shipping and navigation, of service and attendance, of fame and 

renown, and the like, yet he maketh no claim to any of those glories, but only to the glory of 

inquisition of truth; for so he saith expressly, “The glory of God is to conceal a thing, but the 

glory of the king is to find it out”; as if, according to the innocent play of children, the Divine Majesty took delight to hide his works, 

to the end to have them found out; and as if kings could not obtain a greater honour than to be God‟s play-fellows in that game. 

 -Francis Bacon, The Advancement of Learning 

 

 

We begin with the main thesis that the plays of Shakespeare were actually written as new variations of degree 

plays for the greater Mystery School of all Mankind, regardless of authorship--for, as much as we research, no Mason 

ever stops to ask who "wrote" the legend of Hiram Abiff-- though the attribution of Shakespeare's plays to Francis Bacon 

particularly lends much to our theory, he being such a prominently influential member of the major modern secret 

societies.  Freemasonry, which already yields the assumption of being a modern vehicle of the Mystery School tradition, 

should with regard to research tend more toward questions regarding what is meant by each symbolic element of each 

ritual.  Masonic research busies itself much with the questions of the fraternity's origins, but to study the source of its 

actual rituals might yield results threatening to the orthodox conclusions to the lineage question derived at merely from 

written historical records.  Any hints of history preceding written records is too easily dismissed as merely speculative or 

even silly, but it must be remembered that being a secret society subject to persecution, the lack of any written records at 

all is much to be expected.  To say that Freemasonry derived ultimately from the stonemason guilds of the Dark Ages 

would be to degrade the nature of the degree plays to mere "morality plays" and the rituals and modes of recognition to 

skill-protective safeguards against business competition, unless we double up the guild theory with the Templar theory, 

which states that modern Freemasonry was derived from the Order of Knights of the Temple, who besides fighting in the 

Crusades and inventing capitalism, were known to hew the stones of great churches and cathedrals with their knowledge 

of Sacred Geometry and could have taught the same secrets to the stonemason guilds, hiding out in such after their 

dissemination due to persecution in the Dark Ages.  Of course, the Knights Templar would have to have gotten their 

secrets from somewhere, and being the guardians of Solomon's Temple, we find such a question tracing its answer back to 

the very Masonic ritual which attributes the Order's origin to the building of said Temple.  And if we take the ritual 

answer to the question "What is Freemasonry?", surely the definition "a peculiar system of morality, veiled in allegory 

and illustrated by symbols" would tend historical research more toward examination of the symbols and rituals which 

make up the system and less concerned with people, places, and things.  And a simple survey of the ancient mythologies 

and symbols all over the world since the beginning of time, just as Masonic authority Manly P. Hall did in The Secret 

Teachings of All Ages and Albert Pike did in Morals & Dogma of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite, the linear 

evidence of influence is so overwhelming as to lend credence to the Order‟s boast of sublime universality and antiquity.   

 

It is said that the three original Grandmasters, King Solomon, Hiram King of Tyre, and Hiram Abiff each brought with 

them wisdom from their respective culture's Mystery Schools in which they were initiates.  In promulgating these 

elements into one new Mystery School which Jews and all pagans alike could in one all-encompassing system of symbols 

and rituals find harmony of worship within, Freemasonry was born and the seeds of Democracy and religious tolerance 

were sewn.  As has often needed to be reitirated about Freemasonry, it must be stressed that a Mystery School is not a 

religion, though the resultant outer bodies which, being of smaller minds, worship the symbols and allegories literally, 

make up the canon of Western religion.  A Mystery School, on the other hand, does not press toward uniformed 

conformity of symbol interpretations, but rather fosters the intellect of each individual by placing him in perspective 

among other men of all different faiths sharing the same symbol system, which is the citadel skeleton key to 

understanding all religions at once.  Imagine each religion being a different language of a different culture.  In order to 



interact, learn from, and network with people of all different cultures, a universal language which simultaneously 

translates all becomes an infinitely useful tool.  It is just such a union which makes a Mystery School what it is, and what 

makes Freemasonry so universally affective.  The Mystery School is the womb out of which all Western religions were 

born, and it began primitively with the first pagan society's study of the laws of Nature and Astrology, or if you prefer, the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil granted to Adam and Eve when they first adorned an apron. 

 

It is best to consider Freemasonry at least as the modern major vehicle of the Ancient Mystery School Tradition, which 

archetypal system we are most concerned with in respect to ritual and symbol, and not so much any particular school 

thereof by whatever name in whatever time or culture, which each are but as material grails for the sacred wine, the real 

blood, which they dispense.  Our task in this essay is to expose the works of Shakespeare as one of such vessels. 

 

In illustrating our main thesis to best clarity, the first definition we must establish is one which will eventually tie all 

elements of our survey together: What is the Mystery School Tradition? 

 

Well, we can start our definition by dissecting the terms involved.  Indeed it is a school, though we couldn't call it just a 

"school of philosophy," for it is not just one particular of such but rather, it encompasses the field of all schools of 

philosophies in one abstract set of symbols.  It is a school that teaches by Mystery, a concept that might seem an 

absurdity, since a mystery usually implies a question to be solved, and this being a school, we should expect to be taught 

answers.  But the thing about the Mystery School Tradition, whose curriculum is the science of Spirituality and Nature is 

at once individualistic and all-encompassing, is that as students of such we should be assertive seekers, not so much 

expecting to be taught as desiring to learn.  And it is this personal, assertive desire which drives one of curious Freewill to 

join a Mystery School.  On principle, membership should not be solicited (though desperation to collect dues and continue 

the tradition through modern times has led to a dangerous trend of bending this most noble rule of the Order, and 

counterproductively, I might add), nor could any attainment of knowledge "achieved" through rudimentary manipulation 

and not through personally willful internalization ever be satisfactorily practical, profound, or meaningful except to humor 

one's "teachers."  

The lessons taught in a Mystery School are often different according to the background and desires of each student, and 

are presented in abstract plays latent with layers and layers of riddles (the Tarot, which is but the Torah set to cards, is a 

similar such learning exercise) some which spark curiosity in some students more than others, each with layers of 

interpretation.  It is said that there are seven different ways to read the Bible, and as with the mysteries of Masonry, moral 

interpretation is only the most basic, though perhaps the most essential, since, before one can be trusted with further 

knowledge, one must prove they can apply such maturely and for the greater good of all rather than just one's self.  Other 

levels of interpretation, in regards both the Mystery School system and the Bible (which is but one Mystery School text), 

could include: Sacred Geometry, Alchemy, Cultural History, Astrology, Biology, and Numerology.   

 

Why mythology?  Because it is the most all-encompassing, yet most simple system for conveying myriad levels of 

interpretation simultaneously and effectively in a story entertaining enough to pick a student's curiosity and culturally 

relevant enough to be meaningful to all who subscribe to it.  Stories which make up a mythological system are called 

allegories.  Masonic degree plays, the plays of Shakespeare, and the stories of the Bible (all which yield similar archetypal 

plots with little details varied according to time and culture) are all allegories.  Indiscriminately they blur fact with fiction, 

the difference being arbitrary and irrelevant shadowed by the profundity of the Mystery's lesson.  It would be just as naive 

to take all elements of an allegory strictly symbolically as it would to take them all literally, and he who spends too much 

time nitpicking through the differences is bound to become so confused as to miss out on the full profundity of the 

Mystery's lesson.  Hence it should be a Mystery, if it is truly to teach, and in this respect, Mythology can be deemed the 

highest form of literature, as Time has certainly proven it the most lasting and affecting, perhaps because, being composed 

of both fiction and fact, it is the most interesting and beautiful form of literature.  Anything "literature" that might claim to 

be all fact would be inherently flawed due to the ever-elusive relativity of perspective criteria according to the writer's 

prejudice and agenda, subconsciously or otherwise.  Mythology, being an all-encompassing womb fertile in layers to 

whatever interpretation a reader seeks of its mystery, is not only the most profound form of literature, but also the most 

True, even though it be composed in fiction.  It was Albert Einstein, of all people, who suggested that Imagination, which 

is Creative, is more important than knowledge, which can often be destructive by coarse prescription. 

 

to be continued… 


